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Rules on tuition fees 
 

Introduction 

According to Förordning om anmälningsavgift och studieavgift vid universitet och högskolor 2010:543 

(Ordinance on application fees and tuition fees at higher education institutions), a higher education institution 

shall charge tuition fees for education at first and second cycle to students who are not citizens of the 

EU/EES or Switzerland. 

These regulations replace the previous steering document Rules on tuition fees (Dnr V 2016/126). The 

revision has considered practice, other existing rules and new guidelines/provisions. 

 

Determining the tuition fees 

The University Board at the University of Gothenburg determines the tuition fees for education that is 

financed by tuition fees annually. The Finance Unit prepares the supporting documents. Tuition fees are 

revised annually according to the government’s price and salary indexing presented in the budget proposals.  

The tuition fees are presented in SEK per academic year (60 credits). 

Tuition fees are primarily collected centrally by the university and then distributed within the activity. The 

Finance Unit is responsible for distributing the income, based on supporting documentation supplied by the 

administrator responsible at the International Centre. Income from fee-paying students is accounted for 

separately at all levels. 

The fee for students shall be the same for all semesters in a programme during the period of education, at 

both first and second cycle. This only applies to programme students who pay their tuition fees per semester. 

For courses, fees are paid per course, and the fees depend on its scope and the faculty. 

 

Scope of tuition fee 

The tuition fee covers the course(s) that form(s) part of the degree programme on which the 

applicant/student has been admitted and under the terms and conditions shown in the current syllabuses for 

the degree programme and courses.  

Fee-paying students always pay the tuition fee for the semester of the degree programme regardless of the 

fees of the individual courses.  

For the rest, the steering document University of Gothenburg local study rules (Dnr V 2016/432) applies.  
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Fee-paying students must pay for course books and other study material to the same extent as non-fee-

paying students. 

 

Payment terms 

A student on a degree programme pays the tuition fee for a semester of 30 credits in advance for the period 

of the programme and, when applicable, any additional credits applied for are paid for according to the fixed 

price list. Exceptions can be made if the student has earned credits from previous education or is studying 

on a Master’s programme. Part-payments are not possible. 

A student on courses pays per semester in advance for the number of credits applied for according to the 

fixed price list. 

A student who has paid the tuition fees but not completed their studies within the number of semesters 

corresponding to the normal rate of study has the right to complete their studies without having to pay further 

tuition fees. 

A student who completes their study undertaking in a shorter period than the number of semesters 

corresponding to the normal rate of study still has to pay for the total number of credits that they have 

studied. 

The tuition fee is payable according to the instructions supplied by the University of Gothenburg to the 

student and within the time frame stated in the instructions. In addition to the payment instructions, 

continuing students will receive two payment reminders.  

The final date for the payment of tuition fee is decided in consultation with the Swedish Migration Agency.  

A newly admitted student who has not paid the tuition fee within the stated time frame will lose their study 

place. 

A continuing student who has not paid the tuition fee for a course may not register for the course or take part 

in the teaching to any extent, until the tuition fee has been paid. 

A student who has paid for a course may re-register for the course without paying a further tuition fee. 

A student who, within the frame of their programme, completes parts of their studies abroad as an exchange 

student must pay the tuition fee to the University of Gothenburg.  

 

Deferment and start of studies 

A student who has been granted deferment pays the fixed tuition fee from the semester when they were first 

admitted.  
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Change in study specialisation 

If there are different study specialisations within the degree programme to which the student has been 

admitted, a change in study specialisation does not lead to a new tuition fee being payable. This is provided 

that the courses have the same fees. If the new courses have a higher fee, the student must pay the 

difference. 

A change of degree programme is not possible, however, without a new application and admission. 

 

 

Tuition fee status 

A student who has been declared not liable for fees and admitted to a degree programme at the University of 

Gothenburg has received a favourable decision that cannot be changed so that the student, later during the 

course of the programme, is declared liable for fees. 

A change in tuition fee status cannot be made during an ongoing semester. If a student changes their tuition 

fee status during an ongoing semester, the new tuition fee status will apply from the next semester. 

During the period that an extension case is being processed by the Swedish Migration Agency, the tuition 

fee status that was previously decided applies. 

In the case that a student with a changed migration status has paid their tuition fee, a refund shall be made 

after the tuition fee status has been changed and registered in Ladok. The student then has the right to a 

tuition fee refund for the part of the programme for which they are no longer liable. 

 

Refunds 

A refund of tuition fees is only possible in the situations stated under the heading Special grounds for 

refunds. 

Refunds can only be made following an application by the student. The application should be sent to the 

University of Gothenburg according to the instructions communicated by the university. The student must 

prove the cited reasons.  

If a tuition fee refund is granted, the student has the right to a refund for all or part of the tuition fee that has 

been paid, excluding an administration fee of SEK 9000 to cover the university’s administrative costs for the 

case.  

An administration fee of SEK 9000 is charged for all refunds as from the autumn semester 2021 onwards. 

For refunds for semesters before this date, no administration fee is charged. 
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It is not possible to receive a tuition fee refund for courses in which the student has taken part. Refunds are 

made to the card or account number from which the tuition fee was paid. 

A decision on a refund will be taken by the Head of Unit at the International Centre after submission by the 

responsible administrator.  

 

Special grounds for refunds 

• Denied residence permit: If the admission procedure is discontinued due to the denial of a residence 

permit, the applicant has the right to have all or parts of the tuition fee excl. administrative costs 

refunded.  

• Student admitted to a higher priority: A student who still has their study place due to being admitted 

to a higher priority study choice and who has submitted a withdrawal no later than at the start of the 

semester has the right to have all or parts of the paid tuition fee excl. administrative costs refunded. 

• Conditional admission: A student may have a conditional admission if they did not become eligible at 

the time of application. If the student does not achieve the conditions for eligibility before the start of 

the semester and therefore has not started the programme, the student has the right to have the 

paid tuition fee excl. administrative costs refunded. 

• Deferment: An admitted student who has been granted a deferment of entry is entitled to a tuition fee 

refund. In the case of a refund due to a granted deferment, no deduction is made for administrative 

costs. 

• Not started studies: A student who has not started their studies at the University of Gothenburg has 

the right to have the paid tuition fee excl. administrative costs refunded. This may also apply if the 

student has been registered, as long as the student has not participated in the teaching. 

• Credit transfer for courses: A student who studies within a degree programme and has been granted 

a credit transfer for courses from another higher education institution, as part of their programme at 

the University of Gothenburg, is entitled to a tuition fee refund equivalent to the transferred credits 

excl. administrative costs. 

• Other special reasons: Other special reasons may be, for example, serious illness, death within the 

immediate family or other similar situations outside the student’s control. These reasons are 

examined on a case-by-case basis. The student shall prove the cited reasons, for example, by 

providing certificates, and be able to verify the authenticity of the certificates. 

 

Suspension and appeal 

If, despite reminders, a student liable for tuition fees has not paid the tuition fee nor applied for approved 

leave from studies or notified non-completion, the university will decide if the student is to be suspended 

from the teaching, according to regulation SFS 2010:543. The student should be informed that this can 

happen in the reminders. 

A decision to suspend a student who has not paid the tuition fee may be appealed to the Higher Education 

Appeals Board. The student should be informed of this in the decision on suspension. 

 

 


