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1. Introduction 

Section 3 of chapter 6 of Sweden’s Higher Education Ordinance (HF) stipulates the availability of an 

admission regulations document and what it shall cover. Section 2 of chapter 2 sets out that said document 

shall be decided by the higher education institution’s board. The present admission regulations document 

(Admission Regulations) was adopted by the University of Gothenburg’s board (the University Board) on 

1 Dec 2021. 

Said document sets out: the rules that the University of Gothenburg applies as regards, applications, entry 

requirements and selection; and, where (organisationally) admission decisions are made. The admission 

regulations also cover rules applying to other decisions connected with admission. 

Additionally, the admission regulations state which decisions regarding admission can be appealed. 

1.1 Regulatory framework 

In § 8, chap. 1 of Sweden’s Higher Education Act (HL), parliament set out the knowledge that shall be the 

foundation of first-cycle courses and study programmes. 

Overall provisions on entry to first and second-cycle courses and study programmes are set, by the 

government, in chap. 7 of the HF. 

Under the authorisation in chap. 7 of the HF, the Swedish Council for Higher Education (UHR) has issued 

regulations on: general entry requirements and selection (UHRFS 2013:1); and, specific entry requirements 

(UHRFS 2019:1). 

Under the authorisation in the HF (or other superordinate statute), the university can issue local rules and 

guidelines. Such local rules and guidelines are established in the admission regulations document. 

A working group appointed by the Association of Swedish Higher Education Institutions (SUHF) produces 

assessment manuals for assessing: qualifications awarded by Swedish and foreign upper-secondary 

schools; and, foreign academic qualifications. The University of Gothenburg uses these manuals as supports 

in admissions and also complies with other recommendations issued by the SUHF. 

Application fees and tuition fees are regulated in the ordinance (SFS 2010:543) on said fees at universities 

and higher education institutions. 

Contract education recipients are not students at the university and are not covered by admission 

regulations. See also: the ordinance on contract education at universities and higher education institutions 

(SFS 2002:760); and, UHRFS 2013:11. 

1.2 Decision-making arrangements in admission issues 

The University of Gothenburg is the admissions authority for all regular courses and study programmes at 

the university. This means that the University of Gothenburg is the admissions authority even when 

applications are processed by the Swedish Council for Higher Education (UHR). 

Unless otherwise stated, decisions on admission issues are delegated to the head of Educational Affairs. 

Under the rules of procedure document in force at the University of Gothenburg, certain decisions regarding 

specific entry requirements and selection in respect of degree programmes are delegated to faculty boards 

and certain decisions regarding specific entry requirements and selection for courses are delegated to 

departments. 
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2. Applications for first and second-cycle courses and study programmes 

Anyone wishing to be admitted to first or second-cycle courses and study programmes at the university shall 

apply at the times and in the manner determined by the university (HF, chap. 7, § 4). 

Local rules 

Applications for courses and study programmes shall be made via www.antagning.se or 

www.universityadmissions.se. 

The University of Gothenburg participates in coordinated admission via NyA (the UHR’s admission system) 

and follows the timetables and procedures that the UHR has decided shall apply for this. 

The courses and study programmes for which applications can be made shall be entered in the university’s 

database dedicated to this (Gubas) along with, for each admissions round, the instances of said courses and 

programmes. Departments are responsible for entering these instances in Gubas. 

Applications for continued studies within a degree programme are to be made in the manner decided by the 

department responsible for the programme in question. 

Applications for subsequent parts of a degree programme are made directly to the relevant 

faculty/department. 

2.1 Application and supplementary qualification times 

Local rules 

Application deadlines shall be stated in the application information for each course or study programme. 

For most courses and study programmes posted on www.antagning.se, the application deadline is 15 April 

for the autumn semester and 15 October for the spring semester. 

For most courses and study programmes posted on www.universityadmissions.se, the application deadline 

is 15 January for the autumn semester. 

For summer courses, the application deadline is 15 March. 

Supplementary qualifications/documents shall have arrived within this time and in the manner stated in the 

application instructions. 

On a decision by the head of Admission, faculties or departments can delegate the right to decide on: other 

times and arrangements for applications; and, the making of admission decisions. Other times and 

arrangements for applications shall be stated in the application instructions. 

2.2 Application fees 

The ordinance (SFS 2010:543) on application fees and tuition fees at universities and higher education 

institutions states which applicants shall pay an application fee and that their applications shall not be 

reviewed before said fee is paid. 

Local rules 

If application is made via www.antagning.se or www.universityadmissions.se, the application fee is reviewed 

and administered by UHR. 

Where application is not made via www.antagning.se or www.universityadmissions.se, the application fee 

shall be administered by the University of Gothenburg. 

www.antagning.se
http://www.universityadmissions.se/
http://www.antagning.se/
http://www.universityadmissions.se/
file://///shared.gu.gu.se/GF-VER-Shared$/UE/Gemensamt/Antagning/Antagningsordning/2021-22/www.antagning.se%20
file://///shared.gu.gu.se/GF-VER-Shared$/UE/Gemensamt/Antagning/Antagningsordning/2021-22/www.universityadmissions.se
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The deadline for paying application fees or corroborating exemption from application fees shall be stated in 

the application instructions. 

2.3 Application scope 

Local rules 

Applications may not cover more application options than that set for applications in any particular 

admissions round. 

In any application, the applicant himself/herself shall state the priority that is to apply between programmes, 

courses and courses within programmes. Priorities cannot be changed after the application deadline. 

However, up until the deadline for supplementary qualifications, application alternatives can be withdrawn. 

2.4 Cancelled courses and study programmes 

Local rules 

Courses and programmes are given provided that resources are available and the number of applicants is 

not too low. Faculty boards/departments may decide to cancel courses and study programmes for 

extraordinary reasons. A decision to cancel a course or study programme shall be taken before selection for 

said course or programme has taken place and before admission decisions have been communicated to 

applicants. Relevant applicants for courses and study programmes shall be informed immediately when 

there has been a decision to cancel a course or programme. 

2.5 Late applications and supplementary qualifications 

Local rules 

If it is assessed that late applicants have a chance of obtaining places, a course or study programme may be 

open for applications after the application deadline. In any particular admissions round, the head of 

Educational Affairs decides the earliest date to open courses and study programmes for late applications. 

Late applicants are ranked in date order and, after admission of all those who were qualified and applied in 

time, can be admitted if there are available places. 

When a course or study programme is assessed to have sufficient applicants to fill the places, the 

department concerned is responsible for closing applications. 

Late applications for courses and study programmes shall be made via www.antagning.se or 

www.universityadmissions.se. 

Applications or supplementary qualifications that arrive too late can be processed as if they had arrived on 

time if there are specific reasons for the delay. The reasons must be such as to be outside the applicant’s 

own control or possibility to foresee. The applicant shall state the reasons in writing and corroborate them. 

 

3. Entry to first-cycle courses and study programmes 

Admission to first-cycle courses and study programmes shall relate to a course or degree programme (HF, 

chap. 7, § 1). 

3.1 Entry requirements 

Admission to first-cycle courses and study programmes requires the applicant to satisfy the general entry 

requirements and any specific entry requirements (HF, chap. 7, §§ 2, 5 – 11 and 24 – 25). 

http://www.antagning.se/
http://www.universityadmissions.se/
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If there are specific reasons and it is assessed that, nonetheless, the applicant has the aptitude to benefit 

from the envisaged education, the university may grant exemption from entry requirements (HF, chap. 7, 

§ 3). 

3.1.1 General entry requirements 

For first-cycle studies, general entry requirements are satisfied by anyone who has: 

1. knowledge of Swedish and English; 

2. a scholarly approach; 

3. an ability to examine issues from multiple perspectives; 

4. problem-solving abilities; 

5. an ability to draw conclusions and motivate them; and, 

6. any other competence necessary to benefit from the education in question. 

An applicant shall be considered to have such necessary competencies if he/she: 

1. has, at an upper-secondary school or in municipal adult education at upper-secondary level, passed a 

qualification preparing for higher education; 

2. has, at an upper-secondary school or in municipal adult education at upper-secondary level, gained an 

upper-secondary vocational diploma and achieved at least an E grade in the courses in Swedish (or 

Swedish as a second language) and English (as is required at upper-secondary school for a qualification 

preparing for higher education); 

3. has had Swedish or foreign education corresponding to the requirements in points 1 or 2; 

4. is a resident of Denmark, Finland, Iceland or Norway and qualified for higher education there; 

5. has, under earlier provisions, satisfied the general entry requirements for first-cycle courses and study 

programmes or education that starts at first-cycle level; or, 

6. has a pass grade in an assessment of qualifications such as set out in the ordinance (2018:1510) on 

“trials of qualification assessments for entry to higher education”. 

Prior learning – An applicant can corroborate necessary competencies: through Swedish or foreign 

education or practical experience; or, by virtue of some other circumstance (ordinance 2018:1503). 

3.1.2 Specific entry requirements 

Specific entry requirements shall relate to knowledge that is totally essential for the student to benefit from 

the envisaged education (HF, chap. 7, §§ 8 and 25). Admission requirements shall be documented in 

programme or course syllabuses. 

Specific entry requirements for first-cycle courses and study programmes aimed at entrants 

(courses and study programmes not requiring previous higher education) 

The admission requirements that are imposed may relate to: 

• knowledge from one or more courses at upper-secondary school or knowledge corresponding thereto, 

• a pass grade in an artistic assessment for a programme leading to a qualification in the fine, applied and 

performing arts, 

• other conditions imposed by the course or study programme or of importance for the professional area for 

which said course or programme prepares. 

The Swedish Council for Higher Education decides which specific entry requirements shall apply to any 

degree programme leading to a professional qualification* or a Higher Education Diploma or Degree of 

Bachelor of Fine Arts (UHRFS 2019:1). 

For degree programmes aimed at entrants and leading to a Higher Education Diploma or Degree of Bachelor 

of Fine Arts, the university may decide that, instead of requirements such as those in regulations issued by 

the Swedish Council for Higher Education, a pass grade in an artistic assessment may be a specific entry 

requirement. 
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For courses and study programmes other than those decided by the UHR*, the university may decide which 

admission requirements shall apply. 

The Swedish Council for Higher Education decides which upper-secondary courses may be stated as 

admission requirements (UHRFS 2019:1). 

If there are specific reasons, the university (department/faculty) may decide that the requirement is to be: 

knowledge from upper-secondary courses other than those decided by the UHR; or, something other than 

upper-secondary courses (if imposed by the course or study programme or of importance for the 

professional area for which said course or programme prepares). Before a decision on such a requirement is 

taken, the UHR shall be given opportunity to comment on the proposed requirement. 

* University of Gothenburg courses and study programmes for which the UHR decides specific admission 

requirements: 

Degree of Master of Science in Pharmacy, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Audiology, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Laboratory Science, 

Degree of Master of Science in Business and Economics, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Dietetics, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Physiotherapy, 

Degree of Bachelor of Arts in Preschool Education, 

Degree of Bachelor of Arts / Degree of Master of Arts in Primary Education, 

Degree of Master of Laws, 

Degree of Master of Science in Speech and Language Pathology, 

Degree of Master of Science in Medicine, 

Degree of Master of Science in Psychology, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Diagnostic Radiology Nursing, 

Degree of Master of Science in Medical Physics, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Social Work, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene, 

Degree of Master of Science in Dental Surgery, 

Degree of Bachelor of Science in Dental Technology, 

Higher Education Diploma in Vocational Education, 

Degree of Master of Arts / Science in Secondary / Upper Secondary Education. 

 

Local rules 

Decisions on admission requirements for courses and study programmes not leading to a professional 

qualification are taken by faculty boards or heads of department. 

Changes in admission requirements shall be communicated no later than in the application information two 

semesters before the semester in which each change comes into effect. The admission requirements stated 

in the application information shall match those stated in the course or programme syllabus. 

Specific entry requirements for first-cycle courses and study programmes not aimed at entrants 

(courses and study programmes requiring previous higher education) 

For courses and study programmes not aimed at entrants, the higher education institution decides the 

specific admission requirements. In addition to previous higher education, admission requirements may also 

be: certain professional experience; certain upper-secondary courses; and, other knowledge of importance 

for the course or study programme (HF, chap. 7, § 25). 
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Local rules 

Decisions on admission requirements are taken by heads of department. 

Applicants who, at the time of application, do not satisfy admission requirements regarding previous higher 

education may be admitted on condition that the admission requirements are satisfied no later than by 

course start. The relevant department shall check that the entry condition has been satisfied before 

registration on the course. 

Changes in admission requirements shall be communicated no later than in the application information 

provided before application for the course or study programme is opened ahead of the semester in which 

each change comes into effect. The stated admission requirements shall match those stated in the course or 

programme syllabus. 

 

At admission, there is no review of whether the qualifications on which satisfaction of entry requirements is 

based can also be credited for the prospective qualification. 

3.1.3 Prior learning 

For entry to courses and study programmes, admission requirements can be satisfied: through Swedish or 

foreign education or practical experience; or, by virtue of some other circumstance that provides the aptitude 

to benefit from the envisaged education (HF, chap. 7, §§ 5, 8 and 25). The term “prior learning” is used for 

this. Prior learning can relate to both general and specific entry requirements. 

Local rules 

Application for assessment of prior learning shall be made by the applicant when applying for a course or 

study programme. Instructions for applications for assessment of prior learning can be found at 

www.antagning.se. Cited knowledge and skills are assessed in relation to the course or study programme 

that has been applied for. 

For assessment of prior learning as satisfaction of general entry requirements, SUHF’s recommendation is 

applied: 

Anyone who has at least a pass/E grade in: 

- Swedish/Swedish as a second language (1, 2 and 3), 

- English (5 and 6), 

- mathematics (1a, b or c), 

- social studies (1b, or 1a1 + 1a2), 

- and has 3 years’ work experience (at least half time and after 19 years old) 

is considered to satisfy the general entry requirements through prior learning. 

If the applicant demonstrates other competencies satisfying general entry requirements, there is an 

individual review. 

3.2 Selection 

If there are not enough places for all qualified applicants for a course or study programme, a selection shall 

be made (HL, chap. 4, § 3). 

At selection, regard shall be had to the applicants’ qualifications. If qualifications are equal, the applicants 

may be separated via tests, interviews or the drawing of lots (HF, chap. 7, §§ 12 – 23 and 26 – 27; 

UHRFS 2013:1). 

The university may decide on selection criteria comprising: tests other than Sweden’s Scholastic Aptitude 

Test; work experience or other experience/knowledge that is particularly valuable for the course or study 

programme that has been applied for; and, other objective circumstances relevant for said course or 

programme (HF, chap. 7, § 23). 

http://www.antagning.se/
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Local rules 

The drawing of lots, results of the Scholastic Aptitude Test or interviews may be used for separation if grade 

tariffs are equal. Faculty boards (for programmes) or heads of department (for courses) decide whether the 

results of the Scholastic Aptitude Test or of interviews shall be used for separation if grade tariffs are equal. 

If there is no such decision, lots are drawn. 

For courses and study programmes aimed at entrants, the vice-chancellor decides, on a proposal from the 

faculty board concerned, on the use of selection criteria other than grades and the Scholastic Aptitude Test. 

For other courses and study programmes, faculty boards or heads of department decide. 

Selection criteria for each course and study programme shall be stated in the application information. 

3.2.1 Selection criteria and place allocation for first-cycle courses and study programmes aimed at 

entrants 

For courses and study programmes aimed at entrants, place allocation shall be at least one third on the 

basis of grades, at least one third on the basis of Scholastic Aptitude Test results and no more than one third 

on the basis of university-determined selection criteria. The UHR may, if there are specific reasons, allow 

other allocation of places (HF, chap. 7, §§ 12, 13 and 15). 

For selection for courses and study programmes leading to a qualification in the fine, applied and performing 

arts, the university may allocate all places on the basis of specific tests other than the Scholastic Aptitude 

Test (HF, chap. 7, § 14). 

How grade tariffs based on final school grades are calculated is set out in annex 3 to the HF and in 

UHRFS 2013:1. 

The places in selection by grades are allocated to the following selection groups: 

− BI – Applicants with an upper-secondary qualification or final school grades of some form without 

supplementary qualifications and applicants who have passed foreign access programmes 

supplemented for general entry requirements. 

− BII – Applicants with an upper-secondary qualification or final school grades of some form with 

supplementary qualifications/merits and applicants who have passed foreign access programmes 

supplemented with courses other than those required to satisfy general entry requirements. 

− BF – Applicants with student assessments from a folk high school. 

 

1. First, places are allocated in relation to the number of qualified applicants in the grade groups (BI + BII) 

and the folk high school group (BF). 

2. Thereafter, places are allocated in the grade groups in relation to the number of qualified applicants in BI 

and in BII. 

3. In the next step, BII places are reduced by a third and transferred to BI. 

Local rules 

Selection criteria and place allocation on programmes: 

Grades, 33 per cent of places; 

Scholastic Aptitude Test, 34 per cent of places; 

University-decided selection criteria (alternative selection), 33 per cent. If alternative selection is not fully 

used, the unused portion goes to selection on grades. 

Selection criteria and place allocation on courses: 

Grades, 33 per cent of places; 

Scholastic Aptitude Test, 34 per cent of places; 

University-decided selection criteria (alternative selection), 33 per cent. If alternative selection is not fully 

used, the unused portion goes to selection on previous higher education, higher education credits from first 
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and second-cycle courses and study programmes (max. 165). Only first and second-cycle higher education 

credits up until the end of the application deadline are counted. 

3.2.2 Specific reasons for deviating from selection criteria 

In exceptional cases, the university can deviate from selection criteria if there are specific reasons and if an 

applicant’s qualifications cannot be appropriately assessed using the selection criteria set for the course or 

study programme (HF, chap. 7, § 16). 

Local rules 

Medical reasons, permanent or very long-term disability that limits competitiveness in grade or Scholastic 

Aptitude Test selection and/or limit the choice of study location may be reasons for deviation. Other 

extraordinary circumstances may also constitute grounds for deviation. 

An aggregate assessment is made of the applicant’s qualifications in relation to the course or study 

programme to which the application relates and to the reasons cited by the applicant. For deviation from the 

selection criteria to be granted, the applicant must have such reasons that are accepted by the university. It 

is also required that the applicant’s final school grades or Scholastic Aptitude Test results are near those 

normally required for admission to the course or study programme in question. 

Any application for deviation from selection criteria shall be sent (along with own arguments and formal proof 

corroborating cited reasons) with the course or study programme application to the University of Gothenburg. 

Said deviation application shall have arrived at the university no later than the application deadline for the 

course or study programme. 

3.2.3 Selection criteria and place allocation for first-cycle courses and study programmes not aimed 

at entrants 

Selection criteria may be: grades; Scholastic Aptitude Test results; previous higher education; and, selection 

criteria decided by the university. The university decides which selection criteria and place allocation shall 

apply for each course or study programme (HF, chap. 7, §§ 26 and 27). 

Local rules 

The previous higher education and alternative selection (e.g. specific test, professional experience or other 

experience that is particularly valuable for the course or study programme that has been applied for; and, 

other objective circumstances relevant for said course or programme) criteria may be used. 

Selection criteria and place allocation for each course or study programme are decided by the relevant head 

of department and shall be stated in the application information. 

At selection on the basis of previous higher education, approved first and second-cycle higher education 

credits up until the end of the application deadline are counted. 

3.2.4 Selection for courses within programmes 

If guaranteed admission is not possible and there has to be selection for courses within a programme, 

selection shall be on the basis of previous higher education in the APAV selection group. 

  



11 (17) 

 

3.2.5 Selection groups 

Depending on selection criterion and selection method, applicants for any particular course or study 

programme are placed in various selection groups. 

Local rules 

For first-cycle courses and study programmes at the University of Gothenburg, the following selection groups 

are used (there may be variants): 

PG – Guaranteed admission. Shall be used when all qualified applicants who have applied in time can be 

given a place and selection is thus unnecessary. 

BI – Upper-secondary qualification, final school grades of some form without supplementary qualifications. 

BII – Upper-secondary qualification, final school grades of some form with supplementary qualifications. 

BF – Student assessment from folk high school. 

HP – Scholastic Aptitude Test results. 

APGA – Number of higher education credits (max. 165). For selection for first and second-cycle courses and 

for programmes that start at second-cycle level. 

APOM – Number of higher education credits in certain subjects/subject areas (max. 165). For selection for 

first and second-cycle courses. 

APAV – Number of higher education credits (max. 285). For selection for courses within second-cycle 

courses and study programmes. May also be used for programmes starting at second-cycle level and 

requiring a first-cycle summative assessment of more than 180 higher education credits or professional 

experience after passing a first-cycle qualification. 

AU – Alternative selection, e.g. specific tests, interviews. 

YL – Professional experience. 

ÖS – Qualified applicants lacking selection-grounding qualifications. Can be given places when other 

selection groups for timely applicants have been exhausted. 

SA – Late applicants. Can be given places when all qualified, timely applicants have received places. 

For information on grade tariffs in the various selection groups, see www.antagning.se and 

www.utbildning.gu.se. 

 

4. Entry to second-cycle courses and study programmes 

Admission to second-cycle courses and study programmes shall relate to a course or degree programme 

(HF, chap. 7, § 1). 

Local rules 

Admission regulations for second-cycle courses and study programmes shall be formulated to provide 

students from other higher education institutions equal admission opportunities. 

4.1 Entry requirements 

To be admitted to second-cycle courses and study programmes, general entry requirements for second-

cycle studies must be satisfied as also, in certain cases, specific entry requirements (HF, chap. 7, §§ 2 and 

28 – 31). 

Exemption from set entry requirements may be granted if there are specific reasons and it is assessed that, 

nonetheless, the applicant has the aptitude to benefit from the envisaged education (HF, chap. 7, § 3). 

4.1.1 General entry requirements 

General entry requirements for a degree programme leading to a second-cycle general qualification or a 

qualification in the fine, applied and performing arts are satisfied by: anyone with a first-cycle qualification of 

at least 180 higher education credits (or an equivalent foreign qualification); or, anyone who, by virtue of 

http://www.utbildning.gu.se/
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Swedish or foreign education, practical experience or some other circumstance, has the aptitude to benefit 

from the envisaged education. Exemptions from the qualifications requirement may be made if an applicant 

satisfies the requirements for a qualification but it is not possible for a certificate to be issued before the start 

of the course or study programme (HF, chap. 7, § 28). 

General entry requirements for a degree programme leading to a second-cycle professional qualification 

that, under Sweden’s system of qualifications, requires specific professional status qualification or specific 

previous qualification are satisfied by anyone who has acquired said professional status qualification or 

passed said qualifications (HF, chap. 7, § 29). 

General entry requirements for a second-cycle course are satisfied by anyone who has completed first-cycle 

courses and study programmes or who, through other experience or circumstance, has the aptitude to 

benefit from the envisaged education (HF, chap. 7, § 30). 

Local rules 

The entry requirements do not stipulate knowledge of Swedish or English. Any requirement for such 

knowledge shall be stated in the specific admission requirements. 

4.1.2 Specific entry requirements 

The specific entry requirements that are imposed shall be totally essential for the student to benefit from the 

envisaged education. The requirements may relate to higher education courses or other knowledge or 

conditions that are important for the course or study programme. The university decides which specific 

admission requirements shall apply (HF, chap. 7, § 31). 

Local rules 

Decisions on which specific admission requirements shall apply for any particular course or study 

programme are taken by faculty boards or heads of department. Requirements regarding knowledge of 

Swedish and/or English shall be included in the specific admission requirements. Admission requirements 

are documented in course or programme syllabuses. 

Changes in admission requirements shall be communicated in the application information provided before 

application for the course or study programme is opened ahead of the semester in which each change 

comes into effect. 

 

Applicants who, at the time of application, do not satisfy specific entry requirements regarding higher 

education may be admitted on condition that the admission requirements are satisfied no later than by 

course start. The relevant department shall check that the entry condition has been satisfied before 

registration on the course. 

At admission, there is no review of whether the qualifications on which satisfaction of entry requirements is 

based can also be credited for the prospective qualification. 

4.1.3 Prior learning 

For entry to courses and study programmes, admission requirements can be satisfied: through Swedish or 

foreign education or practical experience; or, by virtue of some other circumstance that provides the aptitude 

to benefit from the envisaged education (HF, chap. 7, §§ 5, 8 and 25). The term “prior learning” is used for 

this. 

Application for assessment of prior learning shall be made by the applicant when applying for a course or 

study programme. Instructions for applications for assessment of prior learning can be found at 

www.antagning.se. Cited knowledge and skills are assessed in relation to the course or study programme 

that has been applied for. 

http://www.antagning.se/
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4.2 Selection 

If there are not enough places for all qualified applicants for a course or study programme, a selection shall 

be made (HL, chap. 4, § 3). 

4.2.1 Selection criteria and place allocation 

At selection, regard shall be had to the applicants’ qualifications. If qualifications are equal, the applicants 

may be separated via tests, interviews or the drawing of lots. The university may decide selection criteria and 

place allocation for each course or study programme (HF, chap. 7, § 32). 

Local rules 

The previous higher education (first and second-cycle levels) and alternative selection (e.g. specific test, 

professional experience or other experience that is particularly valuable for the course or study programme 

that has been applied for; and, other objective circumstances relevant for said course or programme) criteria 

may be used. 

Decisions on which selection criteria are to apply to any particular course or study programme are taken by 

the relevant faculty board or head of department. Unless otherwise decided, the drawing of lots is used for 

separation if grade tariffs are equal. 

Selection criteria and place allocation shall be stated in the application information. 

At selection on the basis of previous education, approved first and second-cycle higher education credits up 

until the end of the application deadline are counted. 

At alternative selection and selection on the basis of professional experience, information on selection 

process and selection criteria shall, for each course and study programme, be stated in the application 

information on www.utbildning.gu.se. 

4.2.2 Second-cycle selection groups 

Depending on selection criterion and selection method, applicants are placed in various selection groups. 

Local rules 

For second-cycle courses and study programmes, the following selection groups are used (there may be 

variants): 

PG – Guaranteed admission. Shall be used when all qualified applicants who have applied in time can be 

given a place and selection is thus unnecessary. 

APGA – Number of higher education credits (max. 165). For selection for first and second-cycle courses and 

for programmes that start at second-cycle level. 

APAV – Number of higher education credits (max. 285). For selection for courses within second-cycle 

courses and study programmes. May also be used for programmes starting at second-cycle level and 

requiring a first-cycle summative assessment of more than 180 higher education credits or professional 

experience after passing a first-cycle qualification. 

APOM – Number of higher education credits in certain subjects/subject areas (max. 165). For selection for 

first and second-cycle courses. 

AU – Alternative selection, e.g. specific tests, interviews, motivation letters and CVs. 

YL – Professional experience. 

SA – Late applicants. Can be given places when all qualified, timely applicants have received places. 

  

http://www.utbildning.gu.se/
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5. Admission decisions 

Local rules 

Admission decisions shall state whether the applicant has been admitted, placed on a waiting list or not 

selected. Any conditions for admission shall be stated. Admission decisions shall contain: instructions on if 

and how responses shall be submitted; and, information on how to appeal qualification decisions. 

Each admissions round has a ceiling on how many higher education credits an applicant can have 

transferred in at admission. In the standard autumn and spring rounds, the ceiling is 45 higher education 

credits. In the admissions round for summer courses, the ceiling is 23 higher education credits. 

After specific application, and if there are extraordinary reasons, the possibility of admission with more higher 

education credits transferred in than allowed by the ceiling may be granted. 

After final standard selection, an applicant can have more than 45 higher education credits transferred in per 

semester (either through late admission to courses and study programmes on which there are vacancies or 

through admission from waiting lists at the department). 

5.1 Responses 

Admission decisions shall state whether a response is required. To retain an “admitted” or “waiting list” place, 

the applicant must accept the offer as per the instructions in the admission decision. If a response arrives too 

late, the place offer is withdrawn from the applicant. 

5.2 Tuition fee terms and conditions 

The ordinance (SFS 2010:543) on application fees and tuition fees at universities and higher education 

institutions states which students shall pay tuition fees and that universities may not admit a fee-liable 

student who has not paid. It also states that it is the university which determines the time for payment and 

that, to retain his/her place on a programme, a fee-liable student shall pay the tuition fee no later than the 

determined time. 

Local rules 

If an applicant is liable to tuition fees at the time that a course or study programme starts, this shall be stated 

via tuition fee terms and conditions in the admission decision. The admission decision shall also state the 

amount of the tuition fee for the course or study programme instance for which the applicant has been 

admitted. 

To retain his/her place, a student who is no longer fee-liable after having been admitted to a course or study 

programme instance subject to tuition fee terms and conditions must, no later than the time determined by 

the university, himself/herself contact the university for a review. 

 

6. Admission from waiting list 

Local rules 

Departments can request that the number admitted to a course or study programme be higher than the 

number of planned places on said course or study programme (so-called “excess admission”). Admission 

from waiting list is unnecessary before the number of admitted applicants is less than the planned number of 

places. 

Applicants on waiting lists shall be invited in the order they were placed on the waiting list. For courses and 

study programmes with several selection groups, admission from waiting list shall be such that the decided 
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distribution between selection groups is maintained. If a relevant selection group has no applicants on a 

waiting list, places shall be allocated to another selection group in such a way that, as far as possible, the 

distribution between the various selection groups can, nevertheless, be maintained. 

Applicants who are on a waiting list and in the late applicants selection group (SA) may only be invited once 

selection groups for applicants who applied on time are exhausted. 

Departments themselves choose an appropriate way of inviting applicants on waiting lists. Applicants shall 

be given reasonable opportunity to be reached by invitations and to respond. Details of response submission 

deadlines shall be given in each invitation. 

 

7. Registration and non-completion of studies 

Local rules 

Within the frameworks decided by the university, departments shall decide the times for registration on 

courses and study programmes. To retain their places, admitted applicants must comply with the 

departments’ registration instructions. 

Anyone who has registered on a course but then wishes to interrupt his/her studies (i.e. not complete them 

at that time) shall communicate this to the relevant department. Non-completion communicated to 

departments within three weeks of course start is called “early non-completion” and entails the possibility of 

applying for the course again at a later date. It is not possible to apply for the course again if non-completion 

is more than three weeks after course start. Anyone wishing to resume studies after non-completion can 

contact the relevant department for possible re-registration (provided places are available). Applications for 

examinations can be submitted even if there are no places on the relevant courses. 

 

8. Admission to later parts of programmes 

Local rules 

If there are resources to admit further students to degree programmes, relevant faculty boards can decide 

that there can be admissions to later parts of said programmes. Admission to later parts can be no earlier 

than the second semester of a degree programme. 

Applicants must have been awarded credits/grades equivalent to the studies in the underlying semesters. 

Applicants shall also satisfy the general and specific entry requirements applying for admission to the 

relevant degree programme. 

As per §§ 26 – 27, chap. 7 of the HF, faculty boards or heads of department shall set rules for ranking 

applicants for later parts. The rules shall be made known to applicants, e.g. in the relevant application 

documents. 

The deadline for applications to later parts of degree programmes is 15 April for the autumn semester and 

15 October for the spring semester. Application documents and information shall be provided by each 

relevant department or faculty. 

When deciding on admission to later parts of degree programmes leading to a professional qualification, 

credit transfers for earlier courses and study programmes relevant to the professional qualification shall also 

be decided. 
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9. Deferment of study commencement 

Anyone who has been admitted shall begin the course or study programme in the semester to which the 

admission applies. If there are specific reasons, the university may, in individual cases, decide that someone 

admitted to a first or second-cycle course or study programme may have study commencement deferred 

(HF, chap. 7, § 33 and UHRFS 2013:3). 

Deferment applications are made to Admission. Deferment is normally granted until the next planned start of 

the course or study programme in question. Unless there are extraordinary reasons for a longer period, 

deferment of study commencement can be granted for no more than 18 months. 

Local rules 

Anyone granted deferment shall communicate his/her intention to start studies via a new application no later 

than the application deadline for the course study programme in question. A copy of the deferment decision 

shall be attached. 

The following are taken into consideration as reasons for deferment of study commencement: 

Social – Corroborated via personal letter with formal proof corroborating the cited reasons. 

Medical – The applicant’s health. Corroborated via a doctor’s certificate. 

Birth of child – Attach formal proof of estimated date of birth. 

Childcare – As per Sweden’s Parental Leave Act. Corroborated via personal accounts and the applicant’s 

and child’s extracts from the population register. 

Students’ union assignments – Each students’ union shall corroborate the assignment and its scope. 

Deferred leave of absence – As per Sweden’s Employee’s Right to Educational Leave Act. Corroborated via 

formal proof from the employer with notice of rejection of the request for leave of absence. 

Limited-duration probationary employment or service in the Swedish Armed Forces under § 12 of Sweden’s 

act on certain defence appointments for those appointed, under this act, as temporary squad leaders, 

soldiers or sailors. 

 

10. Approved leave from studies 

Approved leave from studies is leave from studies for which the student has applied to the university. If there 

are specific reasons, the university may, in individual cases, decide that the student may continue the 

studies after approved leave from studies. The decision can be for a set period and may be accompanied by 

terms and conditions regarding application before the time at which the studies are to continue (HF, chap. 7, 

§ 33 and UHRFS 2013:3, §§ 3, 4 and 5). 

Local rules 

Anyone considering approved leave from studies shall apply for this to the relevant department. On receiving 

an application for approved leave from studies, the faculty board/department concerned shall decide if the 

student may continue his/her studies after said leave. The decision may relate to studies in programmes or 

courses. Said decision shall contain details of when the studies may be resumed and when or how 

application to continue studies shall be made. If the student is not granted the right to continue the studies 

after approved leave from studies, the decision shall contain the information that the decision can be 

appealed. 

When deciding on study continuation after approved leave from studies, regard shall primarily be had to: 

social and medical reasons; childcare; students’ union assignments; and, military or civilian service or, under 

§ 12 of Sweden’s act on certain defence appointments, limited-duration probationary employment or service 

in the Swedish Armed Forces. 
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Anyone wishing to prolong his/her approved leave from studies shall apply for this and, before the granted 

leave expires, get a new decision. 

Students who have not applied for approved leave from studies, or who have not been granted the right to 

continue their studies after approved leave from studies, may resume said studies if places are available. 

The faculty boards concerned can decide resumption precedence. 

If a course or study programme ceases, students granted approved leave from studies with a right to resume 

their studies shall be informed of this and given opportunity to replan their continued studies. 

 

11. Appeals and reviews 

11.1 Decisions that can be appealed 

Under § 2, chap. 12 of the HF, the following decisions regarding admission to first and second-cycle courses 

and study programmes can be appealed to Sweden’s Higher Education Appeals Board: 

- Decisions that an applicant does not satisfy general and specific entry requirements. 

- Decisions not to grant exemption from entry requirements. 

- Decisions not to grant deferment of study commencement. 

- Decisions not to allow resumption of studies after approved leave from studies. 

Decisions that can be appealed shall contain information on how to appeal. The appeal documentation shall 

be written to the Higher Education Appeals Board but sent to the address given in the decision. 

Any appeal shall have arrived within three weeks of the day that the appellant received the decision. Appeals 

that arrive too late are rejected. 

The university reviews each appealed decision and implements correction if there has been any error. If an 

appeal arrives in time, it is then sent, along with a statement of opinion by the university, for a decision by the 

appeals board (§§ 44 – 46 of Sweden’s Administrative Procedure Act). 

11.2 Reviewing of decisions 

Decisions that cannot be appealed can, at the applicant’s request, be reviewed. Examples include rejection 

of an application that arrived too late or calculation of grade tariff. Any request for a review shall have arrived 

within three weeks of the day that the appellant received the decision. 
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