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ADMINSTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR 
PROGRAMME COLLABORATIONS LEADING TO 
THE AWARD OF DOUBLE, MULTIPLE OR JOINT 
DEGREES FOR FIRST- AND SECOND-CYCLE 
EDUCATION 
 

This text is a translation of the Swedish original. In case of any discrepancies between the Swedish text and the 
English translation, the Swedish text shall prevail. 

Introduction 
 

Background 
Programme collaborations between two or more higher education institutions may lead to the award of 
several different types of degrees: double, multiple or joint. Since 2010, the Swedish Higher Education Act 
allows Swedish universities to award degrees in collaboration with other Swedish or non-Swedish academic 
institutions1. The term joint degree refers to ‘a qualification that may be awarded by the higher education 
institutions that have jointly organised courses and programmes that can lead to the award of the 
qualification’ (Chapter 1, Section 17, para 2 of the Swedish Higher Education Act). It is not a matter of a 
new category of degrees, but rather of an opportunity for two or more higher education institutions to 
arrange and offer a joint degree programme that upon completion leads to the award of a joint degree of the 
same type that the involved universities would otherwise have the right to award separately. 

The purpose of permitting joint degree programmes is to increase the quality of the education by enabling 
students to study at more than one academic institution within the framework of their chosen degree 
programme. Since joint programme syllabi must specify what courses students can complete at each 
participating institution, the students can be credited for successful completion of components of the 
programme without any additional review (särskild prövning). 

Programme collaborations that are not intended to (or that cannot) lead to the development and 
implementation of a joint degree programme can instead lead to the award of a double or multiple degree. 
When it comes to these types of degrees, students can only receive credit for courses completed at another 
university after additional review. Since each university only needs to comply with national and local degree 
regulations, programme collaborations that lead to double or multiple degrees are easier to establish and 
administer than those that lead to a joint degree, as in the latter case, all national and local provisions of all 
participating institutions must be complied with. 

Regardless of type of degree, participants in programme collaborations that involve studies at multiple 

                                                      
1 According to the Swedish Higher Education Act, joint degrees may be awarded together with ‘1. another higher education institution, 2. an 
independent course provider entitled to award a qualification pursuant to the Act Concerning Authority to Award Certain Qualifications (1993:792), 
or 3. a higher education institution outside Sweden that is not a physical individual.’ 
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institutions, and often in more than one country, tend to gain both a broader perspective in their respective 
disciplines as well as social and cultural experiences that will most likely benefit them in the increasingly 
globalised labour market. For higher education institutions, programme collaborations around the provision 
of degrees imply a deeper partnership compared with regular exchange programmes. In addition, such 
collaborations typically provide ample opportunities for both self-reflection and inspiration from other 
actors, and can therefore be of tremendous benefit to an academic institution’s quality development work. 
Moreover, programme collaborations around degrees help to strengthen the connection between the 
respective degree programmes and the latest research, since there is a need for mutual trust between the 
involved academic institutions regarding each other’s academic approach. These programme collaborations 
can be highlighted as strategic internationalisation of the respective degree programmes. 

The administrative procedures explained herein represents the University of Gothenburg’s interpretations 
and application of the Swedish Higher Education Act (1992:1434) and the Swedish Higher Education 
Ordinance (1993:100) regarding programme collaborations between the University of Gothenburg and one 
or several other Swedish or non-Swedish higher education institutions that lead to the award of double, 
multiple or joint degrees in the first and second cycles. The administration of these different types of 
degrees differs, since they are defined differently and are based on different legal provisions. Thus, the 
procedure has been divided into different sections accordingly. 

Definition of double, multiple and joint degrees 
Despite efforts within the framework of the European cooperation to develop precise criteria for what 
constitutes a joint degree, no shared official definition has been established to date. However, recurring 
elements in national definitions include that (Swedish Government Bill 2008/09:175): 

• Degree certificates shall be issued based on a degree programme that has been developed or offered 
jointly by two or more higher education institutions. 

• A joint degree shall preferably be documented in the form of one single degree certificate that shall be 
issued jointly by the institutions involved in the collaboration. 

The difference between a joint degree and a double or multiple degree has never been clearly defined 
either. The Swedish Council for Higher Education (UHR) defines joint and double (including multiple) 
degrees as follows: 

• Joint degree: ‘A degree awarded by at least two higher education institutions located in one or 
several countries, based on an integrated degree programme, in accordance with each respective 
country’s national legislation.’ 

• Double degrees: ‘Two separate degrees based on one and the same degree programme’2. 
 

According to a report published at the request of the Swedish Government Offices (Ds 2008:80, p. 72): 
‘The term joint degree refers to a degree programme that is being developed or provided jointly by two or 
more higher education institutions and that leads to the award of one degree certificate. The term double 
degree refers to a degree programme developed or provided jointly by two or more higher education 
institutions and that leads to the award of two or more degree certificates, in practice one from each of the 

                                                      
2 UHR notes that: ‘A double degree can be the result of a study programme offered at two higher education institutions in one or several countries. 
A double degree can also consist of two degrees obtained from the same higher education institution, such as one professional qualification and 
one general qualification based on the same study programme, such as the nursing programme. The term multiple degree can be used if more 
than two higher education institutions issue the degree certificate.’ 
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higher education institutions involved.’ 

Similar to UHR, the University of Gothenburg has chosen to use these definitions in the work carried out in 
relation to joint degrees. As a rule of thumb at the University of Gothenburg, only one degree certificate 
shall be issued upon completion of a joint degree. 

The term double degree can have several meanings. In some cases, a student can be awarded two degree 
certificates upon completion of one degree programme provided at one and the same academic institution. 
The professional programmes belong to this category. For example, the nursing programme leads to a 
professional degree titled sjuksköterskeexamen (Degree of Bachelor of Science in Nursing), but graduates 
can also request to be awarded a general degree, namely filosofie kandidatexamen med huvudområdet 
omvårdnad (Degree of Bachelor of Science with a major in Nursing Science). Such a double degree 
arrangement is not the result of a programme collaboration and is therefore not regulated in the present 
document. 

Another type of double degree is offered in cases where two or more universities, usually in different 
countries, compare their study programmes (new or existing) and sign an agreement establishing that 
components of the programmes can be credited for in a future degree from each of the respective academic 
institutions. The agreement must be in line with all applicable national laws and also to the greatest possible 
extent with the involved institutions’ internal policy documents for education in the first and second cycles. 
Upon completion of their studies, students involved in such programme collaboration may be awarded one 
degree certificate from each participating institution. In these cases, each respective country’s rules for the 
issuing of degree certificates apply, and the credits for courses included in the double degree must be 
properly transferred before a degree can be awarded. Multiple degrees are subject to the same regulations as 
double degrees, with the difference being that the courses has been provided by three or more higher 
education institutions. 

 
Programme collaborations leading to the award of double, multiple or 
joint degrees 
The administration of programme collaborations that lead to the award of double, multiple or joint degrees 
in the first and second cycles consists of several steps: everything from preparations, planning, establishing 
agreements, incorporation of the programme collaborations in various student administration systems (to get 
the processing of the students’ applications, admission and registration to work) to the final awarding of the 
degrees. The sections below outline the administration of the different types of degrees. More detailed 
information about each step is available in Administrative Handbook for First- and Second-Cycle Education 
at the University’s Staff Portal. 

 
Programme collaborations leading to the award of double degrees 
The preparation phase begins with discussions about the planned programme collaboration among relevant 
faculty and department bodies. One aspect discussed is what the collaboration will contribute to each of the 
respective universities existing or planned new degree programme. As one aim of the collaboration is to 
increase the quality of the provided education, it is important that the partner universities are able to offer 
education of similar quality to the students. This factor is given thorough attention when selecting suitable 
partner institutions. It is also important that each planned collaboration is broadly supported at the 
University, since the programme collaborations are commitments that the University makes to the intended 

https://www.medarbetarportalen.gu.se/studieadministration/sah-grund-avancerad-niva/
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partner. New programmes and/or main fields of study musty be established according to the University’s 
existing routines. 

Once the planned collaboration has been discussed and established at the respective department and faculty, 
the department should contact the International Centre for information about funding opportunities for 
programme collaborations of this type. The International Centre can also provide some useful administrative 
support, including coordination of contacts with relevant units within the Central University Administration 
to ensure a high quality of collaboration agreements and applications for funding including administration of 
matters for the University Management. 

Each participating university’s administrative processes and internal rules for first- and second-cycle 
education must be complied with for the parts of the programme that the respective universities are in charge 
of within the programme collaboration. Issues related to the students’ rights, responsibilities, security, service 
and funding need to be addressed as well. Once the details of the programme collaboration have been 
discussed and agreed upon by the parties involved, they need to be regulated in a written agreement. An 
agreement template is included in the more detailed instructions available at the Staff Portal. The agreement 
is signed primarily at the organisational level at which the collaboration will take place. In a double degree 
programme, students are admitted to and awarded degrees from the respective universities in line with their 
respective laws and other regulations. The students apply and are admitted to, as well as pay tuition fees to (if 
applicable), a home university. Applications to the University of Gothenburg shall be submitted in 
accordance with the University’s existing routines for degree programmes in the first and second cycles. 

If a student’s mobility meets the requirements for scholarships from funded mobility programmes that the 
partner universities are part of, such as the Erasmus+ programme, the student is eligible to apply for a 
scholarship from the home university for the time spent at the partner university. At the University of 
Gothenburg, the students are treated as programme students with scholarships in all student administration 
systems (and not as exchange students). Both students with the University of Gothenburg as their home 
institution and students with another home institution must be registered in the University’s database for 
international mobility. This registration is important, as it leads to the inclusion of the students in the 
University’s crisis management work and enables outgoing students to receive available scholarships and the 
University to follow up on the double degree collaborations it is involved in. 

Students with another home university are admitted to the programme when they begin their studies within 
the framework of a double degree collaboration at the University of Gothenburg. Any tuition fee 
requirements are waived. According to the Swedish Higher Education Ordinance (2010:543), students at a 
non-Swedish university can complete a portion of their studies at a Swedish university within the 
framework of an exchange programme according to which no tuition fee should be charged by the host 
university. The exchange must be reciprocal in nature, and hence it is important to specify the number of 
students involved in the exchange and that the reciprocity is periodically reviewed (for each cohort). 
Registration for courses is thereafter completed according to the University’s existing routines. 

Finally, upon completion of a double degree programme in the first and second cycles, the students apply for 
the award of a degree directly to each of the participating institutions according to their respective 
instructions. Each respective country’s rules and regulations apply when degree certificates are issued. At the 
University of Gothenburg, credits for courses included in the double degree are transferred after additional 
review. The double degree is then issued according to the same layout as other degree certificates, and 
signed according to the applicable delegation of authority policy by the degree officer. 



6 (9)  

 
Programme collaborations leading to the award of multiple 
degrees 
A multiple degree is based on the same principles regarding comparing of degree programmes and credit 
transfers as described for a double degree, but the required education is administered by a consortium 
consisting of at least three academic institutions. The planned programme collaboration must be discussed 
among relevant faculty and department bodies. One aspect discussed is what the collaboration will 
contribute to each of the universities existing or planned new degree programme. As one aim of the 
collaboration is to increase the quality of the provided education, it is important that the partner universities 
are able to offer education of similar quality to the students. This factor is given thorough attention when 
selecting suitable partner institutions. It is also important that each planned collaboration is broadly 
supported at the University, since the programme collaborations are commitments that the University makes 
to the intended partners. New programmes and/or main fields of study must be established according to the 
University’s existing routines. 

Once the planned collaboration has been discussed and established at the respective department and faculty, 
the department should contact the International Centre for information about funding opportunities for 
programme collaborations of this type. The International Centre can also provide useful administrative 
support, including coordination of contacts with relevant units within the University Administration to 
ensure a high quality of collaboration agreements and applications for funding including administration of 
matters for the University Management. 
The consortium must ensure that each participating university’s administrative processes and internal rules 
for first- and second-cycle education must be complied with for the parts of the programme that the 
respective universities are in charge of within the programme collaboration. Issues related to the students’ 
rights, responsibilities, security, service and funding need to be addressed as well. Once the consortium has 
discussed and agreed upon the details of the collaboration, they need to be regulated in a written agreement, 
a so-called consortium agreement. The consortium agreement should be established at the organisational 
level where the degree collaboration will take place and designed jointly by the participating institutions. As 
each agreement is tailored to the specific collaboration in question, no agreement template is available. If 
funding has been acquired for the collaboration, any template provided by the funding source should be 
used. Once an agreement has been written, the International Centre must be given an opportunity to review it 
before it is signed. 

In a study programme that leads to a multiple degree, students can often choose between several different 
study routes that include mobility to all or some of the participating universities. The students are admitted 
to and awarded degrees from each partner university according to their respective laws and regulations. 
Students who will have the University of Gothenburg as their home university apply and are admitted 
according to the University’s routines for degree programmes in the first and second cycles. Students with 
another home university apply for the desired courses according to existing routines for first- and second-
cycle courses and are admitted to the programme. Students who are required to pay tuition fees will pay 
registration and tuition fees for their studies at the University of Gothenburg. For programme 
collaborations involving more than two partner universities, the student exchanges cannot be considered 
reciprocal in nature, and hence it would not be reasonable to argue for an exception from the regular tuition 
fee requirement (2010:543). Next, the students are registered for their courses according to the University’s 
regular routines. 
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If a student’s mobility meets the requirements for scholarships from funded mobility programmes that the 
partner universities are part of, such as the Erasmus+ programme, the student is eligible to apply for a 
scholarship from the home university for the time spent at the partner university. At the University of 
Gothenburg, the students are treated as programme students with scholarships in all student administration 
systems (and not as exchange students). Both students with the University of Gothenburg as their home 
institution and students with another home institution must be registered in the University’s database for 
international mobility. This registration is important, as it leads to the inclusion of the students in the 
University’s crisis management work and enables outgoing students to receive any available scholarships 
and the University to follow up on the multiple degree collaborations it is involved in. 

Finally, upon completion of a multiple degree programme in the first and second cycles, the students apply 
for the award of a degree directly to each of the participating institutions according to their respective 
instructions. Each respective country’s rules and regulations apply when degree certificates are issued. At the 
University of Gothenburg, credits for courses included in the multiple degree are transferred after additional 
review. The multiple degree is then issued according to the same layout as other degree certificates, and 
signed according to the applicable delegation of authority policy by the degree officer. 

 
Programme collaborations leading to the award of joint degrees 
One basic requirement that must be met in order for joint degrees to be awarded is that the degree 
programme in question has been jointly developed, established and implemented by the participating 
universities. Each participating university must decide on the joint degree programme according to its local 
routines for the establishment of degree programmes and ensure national accreditation if applicable. Legally, 
each university is responsible for its particular part of the programme within a jointly developed programme 
syllabus. The parts of the programme that are provided at the University of Gothenburg are subject to the 
regulations provided in the Swedish Higher Education Act, the Swedish Higher Education Ordinance and the 
University local policy documents. The same principle applies for the other universities involved. It is 
important that all requirements for a university degree to be awarded in Sweden are met by the joint degree 
programme. Thus, all non-Swedish partner universities must ensure that the education they provide within 
the framework of a joint programme meet all applicable Swedish degree requirements. 

It is important that any plans for the establishment of a joint degree programme gains adequate support at all 
levels at the University of Gothenburg (department, faculty and University level) as soon as possible in the 
planning process. This recommendation is given for several reasons. By entering a joint programme 
agreement, the University commits to provide certain education, and this commitment must be kept even if 
some key persons at the University leave the organisation. Other reasons include that the implementation of 
a joint degree programme typically requires some availability of resources. The programme is/will become 
part of the department’s/faculty’s educational assignment, depending on whether external funding has been 
acquired for a certain period. For EU-funded collaborations, co-funding of indirect costs may be available 
from the Vice-Chancellor and the respective faculty.3 

At the University of Gothenburg, the responsibility for a joint degree programme lies with the respective 
department/faculty. After getting the necessary approval from the department/faculty in question, the 

                                                      
3 See Handläggningsordning vid Göteborgs universitet för samarbetsprojekt inom utbildningsområdet med EU-kommissionen som finansiär, E 
2012/276. 
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International Centre, which is in charge of providing information about funding opportunities for programme 
collaborations leading to the award of joint degrees, must be contacted. Besides this information, the 
International Centre also provides administrative support in the form of coordination of contacts with 
relevant units within the Central University Administration in order to quality assure the documents 
established in relation to the planned collaboration, as well as support regarding any applications for funding. 
Administration of matters for the University Management, such as their signatures, falls in the International 
Centre’s area of responsibility. 

The decision to establish a joint degree programme should be based on a potential for the collaboration to 
provide benefits to the students or the University that the University cannot provide alone. The 
collaborations should therefore be focused on each programme partner’s relative strengths. The joint degree 
that the programme leads to must be of the same type and level at all partner institutions. Joint degree 
programmes must meet the same quality requirements as other degree programmes at the University of 
Gothenburg, which in turn means that all potential programme partners must also be able to meet these 
requirements. Besides the joint programme syllabus, the Swedish Higher Education Ordinance requires that 
a written agreement that regulates the collaboration in detail be established. Both the programme syllabus 
and the written agreement must be established before the joint programme can be launched. 

In order to facilitate smooth collaboration, important differences between all applicable national and local 
regulations that the involved partners need to consider must be identified and clearly defined. Such 
differences may for example concern course entry requirements, learning outcomes, main field of study for 
the joint degree, the number of times a student can retake an exam, the opportunities for students to appeal 
a decision and how to deal with academic misconduct and students who need time off from their studies 
due to illness. The partner universities should also give attention to the timing aspect; that is, they should 
discuss with each other when the courses included in the programme will be offered at the respective 
partner universities and then be willing to make adjustments to avoid problems that may arise in this 
respect. It should be remembered that programme collaborations of this type may require a great deal of 
flexibility when it comes to internal routines. 

The written agreement must be signed by all partner institutions that will provide education within the 
framework of the planned collaboration. The agreement must clearly identify which parts of the programme 
will be provided by each partner university, and must also state that all parts of the programme have been 
decided jointly by the partners via the joint programme syllabus. 

The agreement shall be written in a way that ensures sufficient quality of all parts of the programme. When 
developing a joint degree programme, whether it is in the first or second cycle, the partner universities 
involved must give great attention to the students’ right to legal security. The students must be guaranteed 
the same rights and responsibilities as all other students enrolled at the respective universities. Thus, the 
written agreement must regulate all factors that may affect the students’ ability to be awarded a degree. In 
addition to the provisions laid down in the Swedish Higher Education Act (1:17) and the Swedish Higher 
Education Ordinance (6:11) regarding written agreements regulating joint degree programmes, each 
agreement must also be worded in a way that ensures that the University of Gothenburg’s requirements 
regarding quality assurance will be met. As each agreement is tailored to the specific collaboration in 
question, no agreement template is available. If funding has been acquired for the collaboration, any 
template provided by the funding source should be used. As soon as a written agreement has been 
developed, it must be reviewed by the International Centre before it can be signed by the chair of the 
University Board of Education, as delegated by the Vice-Chancellor (V 2012/992). 
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The admission process shall be coordinated jointly by the institutions providing the programme. This implies 
a joint process for dealing with applications, eligibility assessments and selection. The universities must 
jointly establish eligibility requirements and selection criteria for the programme so that they agree with both 
national and local requirements at the participating institutions concerning eligibility, structure, content and 
examination. The admission capacity shall be determined jointly based on the number of students the 
participating institutions can admit to the programme. Information about the admission process including 
selection criteria shall be made available on the admission website set up for the programme. The admission 
process used including which institution who is responsible for communicating the admission decisions to 
the applicants must be specified in the written agreement. 

 
In cases where the University of Gothenburg coordinates the programme collaboration, the students apply 
and are admitted according to the University’s existing routines for degree programmes in the first and 
second cycles. Students who initiate their studies at another university shall be admitted to the programme 
prior to registering for the first course at the University of Gothenburg. The programme agreement shall 
regulate the details concerning tuition fees. According to the Swedish Higher Education Act (1:18), a higher 
education institution may within the framework of a programme collaboration leading to the award of a joint 
degree decide to delegate administrative tasks relating to admission to and the transfer of credits from 
courses and programmes to another academic institution involved in the collaboration. Well in advance of the 
admission of students, an assessment of tuition fee requirements for students that who initiate their studies at 
another university will be made. All students who are to be awarded a degree by the University of 
Gothenburg are treated as a programme student in programme collaboration (programstudent inom 
utbildningssamarbete) in all student administration systems. They are admitted to and registered for the part 
of the programme that will be completed at the University of Gothenburg according to existing routines for 
degree programmes in the first and second cycles. 

If a student’s mobility meets the requirements for scholarships from funded mobility programmes that the 
partner universities are part of, such as the Erasmus+ programme, the student is eligible to apply for a 
scholarship from the home university for the time spent at the partner university. At the University of 
Gothenburg, the students are treated as programme students with scholarships in all student administration 
systems (and not as exchange students). Prior to mobility periods, all students enrolled in a joint degree 
programme shall be recorded in the University’s database for international mobility. This registration is 
important, as it leads to the inclusion of the students in the University’s crisis management work and enables 
outgoing students to receive any available scholarships and the University to follow up on the joint degree 
collaborations it is involved in. 

Upon completion of a joint degree programme, students are issued a degree certificate signed by all 
participating higher education institutions. One of the institutions is appointed the task of awarding the 
degree and students are awarded credits for all courses listed in the joint programme syllabus without 
additional review. All partner institutions submit transcripts of records for all students to the institution in 
charge of awarding the degree. At the University of Gothenburg, the responsibility to quality assure this 
process lies with the respective department. In cases where the University of Gothenburg has been appointed 
to award the joint degree, the written agreement and programme syllabus shall be enclosed to the transcript 
of records. 

The design of degree certificates for joint degrees is regulated in the Swedish Higher Education 
Ordinance. In addition to these rules, the degree certificates shall include the logotypes of all partner 
universities. Moreover, a diploma supplement describing the programme and its place in the respective 
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country’s academic system shall be enclosed with the degree certificate. Diploma supplements shall be 
designed in line with the European Commission’s requirements and the Swedish Higher Education 
Authority’s provisions. The respective department shall consult the International Centre regarding the 
design of the joint degree certificate and diploma supplement well in advance. The International Centre 
will quality assure the documents with relevant units within the Central University Administration. 

The joint degree certificate (including the diploma supplement) must be signed by all partner universities. 
At the University of Gothenburg, the signing of joint degrees in the first and second cycles is delegated to 
the chair of the University Board of Education (V 2016/872). The International Centre shall administer the 
signing and then forward the original documents to the respective department for distribution to all 
universities involved in the collaboration. 

The higher education institution assigned to award the degree shall send archive copies of the signed degree 
certificates and diploma supplements to the degree units (or equivalent) of the partner universities (if this is 
legally required in the respective countries) so that the documents can be reported and archived in line with 
the respective institutions’ regulations. 
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